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AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 
AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 
USCINCEUR/POLAD 

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION I OE 4 TRIPOLI 0693 

E.O. 1 1652: CDS 
TAGS: PORG, LY 

SUBJ: OBSERVATIONS ON ISLAMIC FOREIGN MINISTERS CONEERENCE 

REE: TRIPOLI 0645 AND 0681 

SUMMARY. EIGHTH ISLAMIC EOEIGN MINISTERS CONFERENCE DECISIONS 
STRENGTHEN POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL TIES OF MEMBER 
STATES. INFLUENCE OF RESOLUTIONS ON PHILIPPINE, 

MUSLIMS, PALESTINIANS, ISRAEL, ERITREA AND OTHER 
ISSUES PROBABLY WILL HAVE IMPACT IN OTHER INTER- 
NATIONAL EORA. SPIRIT OF COMMON IDENTITY AND PURPOSE 
OF ACTION PERMEATED CONFERENCE. SYRIA, SAUDI ARABIA, 

CAMEROONS PLAYED DOMINANT ROLES. SEVERAL SUBSTANTIVE 
AGREEMENTS REACHED ON EUTURE POLITICAL ECONOMIC, 

TECHNICAL AND CULTURAL COOPERATION. LIBYA'S PRESTIGE (IF NOT 
REPUTATION EOR EFEICIENCY) ENHANCED AS CONEERENCE HOST. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. EIGHTH ISLAMIC FOREIGN MINISTERS CONFERENCE, 

WHICH ENDED HERE IN TRIPOLI MAY 22, MAY BE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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VIEWED AS A SUCCESS FOR ISLAMIC SOLIDARITY AND A 
TREMENDOUS BOOST EOR LIBYA'S PRESTIGE AMONG THE ISLAMIC 
COUNTRIES PARTICIPATING IN THE CONEERENCE. FONMINS OF MALI, 

INDONESIA, BANGLADESH, PAKISTAN, TURKEY, JORDAN, UNITED ARAB 
EMIRATES, SYRIA, OMAN, NORTH YEMEN, SOUTH YEMEN, SOMALIA, CHAD, 

UGANDA, MALDIVES, TUNISIA, NIGER, GUINEA, GUINEA- 
BISSAU, IRAQ, AFGHANISTAN, MALI, BAHRAIN, MAURITANIA 
AND UPPER VOLTA ATTENDED CONFERENCE. KUWAIT AND 
SAUDI ARABIA WERE REPRESENTED BY THEIR DEPUTY FOREIGN 
MINISTERS. RELIABLE SOURCE PARTICIPATING IN CONFERENCE 
TOLD EMB POLOFF THAT SYRIAN DEPUTY PRIMIN AND FONMIN 
KHADDAM ATTENDED CONFERENCE AFTER QADHAEI MADE PERSONAL 
PHONE CALL TO SYRIAN PRESIDENT ASSAD. THE ABSENCE OF 
EGYPT, SUDAN AND IRAN PROVOKED CRITICISM FROM THE 
DELEGATES (MAINLY NON-ARABS) WHO THROUGHOUT THE CONEERENCE 
STRESSED THE NEED EOR ISLAMIC SOLIDARITY. PLO POLITICAL 
BUREAU CHIEF FARUQ AL QADDUMI REPORTEBTY CRITICIZED THE 
ABSENCE OF EGYPT AND THE SUDAN. PARTICULAR CRITICISM 
WAS AIMED AT EGYPT FOR ITS ALLEGED ATTEMPT TO SABOTAGE 
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THE CONFERENCE BY WITHDRAWING FIFTEEN EGYPTIAN TRANS- 
LATORS JUST PRIOR TO ITS OPENING. TRANSLATORS 
REPORTEDLY WERE THREATENED BY EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT 
WITH THE LOSS OF THEIR CITIZENSHIP IF THEY WORKED FOR 
THE CONFERENCE. ALGERIA, PAKISTAN, JORDAN AND 
BANGLADESH PROVIDED REPLACEMENTS FOR EGYPTIANS. IN 
A LAST MINUTE EFFORT TO SECURE THE PARTICIPATION OF 
EGYPT AND IRAN, LIBYA OFFERED TO SEND A DELEGATION TO 
BRING THE IRANIANS TO THE CONFERENCE. THE UNITED ARAB 
EMIRATES REPORTED ALSO OFFERED TO SEND A SIMILAR 
DELEGATION TO CAIRO TO PERSUADE THE EGYPTAINS TO 
ATTEND. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TRIPOL 00693 02 OF 04 26II29Z 
ACTION NEA-IO 

INFO OCT-OI AF-IO EUR- 1 2 EA-07 10-13 ISO-00 CIAE-00 
DODE-00 PM-04 H-OI INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
PA-0 1 PRS-OI SP-02 SS-I5 USIA-06 AID-05 ACDA-07 
OMB-OI TRSE-00 MCT-OI SSM-03 /II5W 

26II35Z 053328/15 

R 260835Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4408 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
USINT BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY BANJUL 
AMEMBASSY BISSAU 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY CONAKRY 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY FREETOWN 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
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AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
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2. THE CONTROVERSY OVER THE ABSENCE OE EGYPT, SUDAN 
AND IRAN, AND EGYPT'S ALLEGED ATTEMPT TO SABOTAGE 
CONFERENCE REPORTEDLY PROVOKED A STRONG RESOLUTION 
ON ISLAMIC SOLIDARITY. THE RESOLUTION, WHICH RECEIVED 
SUBSTANTIAL SUPPORT FROM THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, 

CALLED FOR INDIVIDUAL ISLAMIC COUNTRIES TO TRANSCEND 
THEIR BILATERAL DIFEERENCES IN THE INTEREST OF 
ISLAMIC SOLIDARITY. THE RESOLUTION ALSO ESTABLISHED 

A SPECIAL WORKING COMMITTEE FOR THE RESOLUTION OE 
DIFEERENCES BETWEEN ISLAMIC CONFERENCE MEMBERS. 

3. THOUGH THEEGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT WAS NOT 
REPRESENTED, MEMBERS OE THE SUPREME ISLAMIC COUNCIL 
OF EGYPT WERE PRESENT AS OBSERVERS. LIBYA REPORTEDLY 
WAS VERY PLEASED WITH THE ATTENDANCE OF ARAB LEAGUE 
SECRETARY GENERAL MAHMUD RYADH AND UN SECRETARY 
GENERAL SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE JIM MCKAY WHO 
REPRESENTED UN SECRETARY GENERAL WALDHEIM. MCKAY 
REPORTEDLY WAS THE AUTHOR OF THE RESOLUTION CALLING 
FOR THE SENDING OF A TELEGRAM OF SUPPORT TO THE UN 
CONFERENCE ON ZIMBABWE WHICH WAS BEING HELD IN 
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MAPUTO, MOZAMBIQUE. LIBYA REPORTEDLY PLAYED A VERY 
UNOBTRUSIVE ROLE THROUGHOUT THE CONFERENCE. THE ONLY 
AGENDA ITEMS PROPOSED BY THE LIBYANS WERE THE CREATION 
OF AN INTERNATIONAL RED CRESECENT SOCIETY, THE REMOVAL 
OF MINES LEET OVER FROM WWII IN WAR THEATERS OE THIRD 
WORLD COUNTRIES, AND THE REMOVAL OF THE RIGHT OF 
VETO OF THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL. LIBYANS REPORTEDLY 
WERE CONSPICUOUSLY CONCILIATORY AND COOPERATIVE 
THROUGHOUT THE CONFERENCE. 

4. THE CAMEROONS, COMORO ISLANDS, SYRIA, SOMALIA 
AND SAUDI ARABIA WERE THE MOST ACTIVE DELEGATIONS. 

THE QUESTION OF ERITREA WAS THE ONLY ISSUE THAT 
SPARKED CONTROVERSY AND A POTENTIAL CLASH BETWEEN 
THESE COUNTRIES. DEBATE ON THIS QUESTION BEGAN IN 
WHAT WAS DESCRIBED TO EMB POLOEF AS A "TENSE 
ATMOSPHERE." AERICAN DELEGATES, LED BY THE CAMEROON 
AND COMORO ISLANDS, OPPOSED ANY RESOLUTION THAT 
UNILATERALLY SUPPORTED THE ERITREAN LIBERATION MOVE- 
MENT OR THE CREATION OF AN INDEPENDENT ERITREAN 
ENTITY. OPPOSITION TO SUCH A RESOLUTION WAS ALSO 
VOICED BY CHAD AND UGANDA. A STRONG RESOLUTION IN 
SUPPORT OP ERITREAN LIBERATION MOVEMENT WAS ORIGINALLY 
SPONSORED BY SYRIA WITH SUPPORT FROM SAUDI ARABIA 
AND SOMALIA, BUT AFTER CONSIDERABLE DEBATE, SYRIA 
AND SAUDI ARABIA EVENTUALLY WITHDREW THEIR PROPOSAL 
IN THE PACE OF STRONG AFRICAN OPPOSITION AND THE 
DELEGATES SETTLED UPON AN INNOCUOUSLY WORDED RESOLU- 
TION WHICH SIMPLY CALLED UPON THE PARTIES TO PURSUE 
A PEACEFUL SOLUTION OF THEIR DISPUTE THROUGH THE 
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AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
USINT BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY BANJUL 
AMEMBASSY BISSAU 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY CONAKRY 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY FREETOWN 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
/AMEMBASSY MANILA 0062 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY NDJAMENA 
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OFEICES OF THE OAU. THE COMPROMISE ON THIS POTEN- 
TIALLY DIVISIVE ISSUE WAS WELCOMED BY THE DELEGATES 
AND SET A CONCILIATORY TONE FOR THE DURATION OF THE 
CONFERENCE WHICH STRESSED THE NEED FOR ISLAMIC 
SOLIDARITY ABOVE BILATERAL DIFEERENCES. ONCE THE 
DEBACLE OF THE ERITREAN QUESTION HAD BEEN RESOLVED 
THE DELEGATES REPORTEDLY DISPLAYED CONSIDERABLE 
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UNANIMITY ON THE OUTSTANDING ITEMS OE THE AGENDA. 

5. PHILIPPINE-MORO DISPUTE. DURING DEBATE ON 
QUESTION OE MUSLIMS IN THE SOUTH PHILIPPINES, MORO 
NATIONAL IBERATION ERONT LEADER MURI MUSUARI MADE 
AN IMPASSIONED PLEA TO THE DELEGATES TO IMPOSE AN 

OIL BOYCOTT AGAINST THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT BECAUSE 
OE ITS ALLEGED VIOLATION OE THE TRIPOLI ACCORDS. 

DELEGATES REJECTED MUSUARI'S REQUEST, ARGUING THAT 
THE IMPOSITION OP ECONOMIC SANCTIONS AT THIS POINT 
WOULD CLOSE THE DOOR TO PUTURE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE 
PHILIPPINES ON THE STATUS OF ITS MUSLIM POPULATION. 
NEVERTHELESS, THE DELEGATES DID ADOPT A PINAL 
RESOLUTION WHICH DEPLORED THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT'S 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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NEGATIVE ATTITUDE. THE DELEGATES DELETED A LIBYAN 
PROPOSAL THAT THE QUESTION BE BROUGHT BEPORE THE UN 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY. THE COMPROMISE WORDING OF THE 
PINAL RESOLUTION ON THE MUSLIMS IN THE PHILIPPINES 
WAS ADOPTED DESPITE WHAT WAS DESCRIBED TO EMB POLOFP 
AS A "SCATHINGLY CRITICAL REPORT " ON THE ACTIVITIES OF 
THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT GIVEN BY A MEMBER OP THE 
GENERAL SECRETARIAT OP THE ISLAMIC COUNCIL. THE 
REPORT OP GENERAL SEKI (PHONETIC), WHO REPORTEDLY 
VISITED THE PHILIPPINES, ACCUSED THE PHILIPPINE 
GOVERNMENT OF MOVING SIX DIVISIONS IN THE DISPUTED 
MORO AREA AND RIGGING THE REFERENDUM ON THE QUESTION 
OP AUTONOMY. DESPITE THESE ALLEGATIONS, THE DELEGATES 
ADOPTED A PINAL RESOLUTION WHICH CALLED POR THE 
QUADRIPARTITE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE COMMITTEE TO RESUME 
ITS MISSION OP MEDIATION BETWEEN THE TWO PARTIES IN 
CONPORMITY WITH THE PREVIOUS RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY 
THE CONPERENCE. (EMBASSY SENDING COPY OP PINAL 
RESOLUTION TO MAINLA AND DEPT.) 

6. ECONOMIC COOPERATION. SAUDI ARABIA REPORTEDLY 
PLAYED PREDOMINANT ROLE IN FORMULATION OF ECONOMIC, 

TRADE, CULTURAL AND RELIGIOUS AGREEMENTS. RELIABLE 
SOURCE, WHO WAS MEMBER OF ECONOMIC COMMITTEE, TOLD 
EMB POLOFP THAT SAUDI ARABIAN DELEGATION STIPULATED 
THEY WOULD ONLY FUND THOSE PROGRAMS WHICH COULD 
REALISTICALLY BE IMPLEMENTED. AS A RESULT OF FUNDING 
COMMITMENT PROM SAUDI ARABIAN GOVERNMENT, CONFERENCE 
WAS ABLE TO MAKE DECISIONS PROVIDING FOR TECHNICAL, ECONOMIC, 
CULTURAL AND COMMERCIAL COOPERATION BETWEEN THE MEMBER 
STATES. THE CONFERENCE VOTED TO FUND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN 
ISLAMIC HISTORICAL ART AND CULTURAL RESEARCH CENTER 

IN ISTANBUL, AN ISLAMIC CENTER IN THE REPUBLIC OF 
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AMEMBASSY CONAKRY 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY FREETOWN 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
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AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY SANA 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
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USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 
AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 
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GUINEA-BISSAU, AN INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC NEWS AGENCY 
AND AN ISLAMIC SOLIDARITY EUND. THE LARGEST CON- 
TRIBUTORS TO THE FUND ARE SAUDI ARABIA AND LIBYA. 

THE INITIAL CONTRIBUTION OF THE SAUDIS REPORTEDLY WAS 
15 MILLION DOLLARS AND 6 MILLION DOLLARS FROM THE 
LIBYANS. 

7. THE MOST INELUENTIAL SPEAKERS DURING THE 
CONFERENCE WERE CYPRIOT TURKISH LEADER DENKTASH. 

TURKISH FONMIN CAGLAYANGIL, AND SECGEN OF THE 
ORGANIZATION OF ISLAMIC CONFERENCE AHMED GAYE. GAYE 
WAS REPORTEDLY VERY POPULAR WITH DELEGATES BECAUSE 
OF HIS DECISION TO REMAIN AT CONEERENCE DESPITE THE 
DEATH OF HIS DAUGHTER. TURKISH FONMIN CAGLAYANGIL 
REPORTEDLY WAS GIVEN SYMPATHETIC SUPPORT BECAUSE OF 
SPECULATION THAT HIS PARTY WILL OSE TURKEY'S COMING 
ELECTION AND CAGLAYANGIL WILL RETIRE FROM POLITICS. 

THE TURKISH FONMIN REPORTEDLY WAS CONSIDERED THE MOST 
INFLUENTIAL PARTICIPANT IN CONEERENCE. 

8. EMBASSY FORWARDING BY POUCH CONFERENCE DOCUMENTS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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ON AGENDA, DISTRIBUTION OE WORK, MUSLIMS IN PHILIPPINES 
AND EINAL "JOINT COMMUNIQUE." 

CARLE 
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